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Democrats face new hurdles in legal fight over redistricting 


By NICHOLAS RICCARDI 
The fight over redrawing 
political maps Is just ramp- 
iINg Up in state legislatures 
and nonpartisan commis- 
sions around the country. 
But both Republicans and 
Democrats already are 
planning for major show- 
downs In the courts. 

For months, Democrats and 
Republicans have been 
laying the groundwork for 
a complex, 50-state legal 
battle over the once-a- 
decade process of redis- 
tricting. Both parties are 
oreparing for a changed 
legal climate — where fed- 
eral courts are newly hostile 
to claims of unconstitution- 
al partisan gerrymander- 
ing and state courts could 
create a patchwork of rul- 
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ings. And it will all play out 
in a tightened timeframe, 
thanks to pandemic-relat- 
ed delays. 
Experts say that adds up a 
challenging landscape for 
Democrats, who have in 
the past won major court 
victories by proving Repub- 
licans deliberately used 
maps to disenfranchise 
Democratic voters. Some 
are predicting far fewer 
dramatic court interven- 
tions, despite plans for a 
more aggressive strategy. 
"There will be a lot of litiga- 
tion, but in a lot of ways 
the tools will be less sharp 
than they used to be," said 
Michael Li of the Brennan 
Center for Social Justice in 
New York City. 

Continued on next page 
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In this June 22, 2021, file photo, an aide carries a sign to the Senate floor before test vote on the 
For the People Act, a sweeping bill that would overhaul the election system and voting rights, at 
the Capitol in Washington. 

Associated Press 
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Continued from Front 
Democrats began _ filing 
preemptive lawsuits in April, 
well ahead of last week's 
release of the Census’ de- 
tailed population data 
used to draw the lines for 
Congress, statehouses and 
school districts around the 
country. Still, the most sig- 
nificant lawsuits are yet to 
come, and probably won't 
be filed until states begin 
to produce maps over the 
next few months. 

After the 2010 redistricting 
cycle, courts eventually 
tossed out maps drawn by 
Republicans in four states. 
The courts found Republi- 
cans improperly used vot- 
ers’ race and party affilia- 
tions to draw lines that fa- 
vored their candidates — a 
practice known as gerry- 
mandering. The judges re- 
drew the maps in Florida, 
North Carolina, Pennsylva- 
nia and Texas to give Dem- 
ocrats a better chance 
of winning congressional 
seats. Without that inter- 
vention, the GOP would 
currently control the House 
of Representatives. 

But legal experts are skepti- 
cal there will be such dra- 
matic reversals in court this 
time. They note that the 
conservative majority on 
the U.S. Supreme Court has 
already cut off one avenue 
for legal challenges, ruling 
that striking down partisan 
gerrymanders is no longer 
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day, Aug. 12, 2021, in The Villages, Fla. Home lots are prepared 
for sale in a new neighborhood, Thursday, Aug. 12, 2021, in The 


Villages, Fla. 


the role of federal courts. 
That makes it less likely that 
courts intervene, experts 
said. 

The one way the dynamic 
could change is if Con- 
gress passes an ambitious 
election bill known as the 
For the People Act, which 
would, among other provi- 
sions, Outlaw partisan ger- 
rymandering. But the legis- 
lation is stuck in the Senate, 
where Democrats have 
been reluctant to change 
rules to eliminate the 60- 
vote threshold needed to 
overcome a_ Republican 
filibuster blocking the mea- 
sure. 

The longer odds of litigation 
are particularly ominous for 
Democrats, who start the 
process at a significant dis- 
advantage. They control 
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Associated Press 


line-drawing in states with 
75 House seats, while the 
GOP controls the process in 
states with 187 seats. 
Democrats “have a_ lot 
more incentive to litigate 
because they would have 
a lot more to gain," said 
Jason Torchinsky, general 
counsel to the National Re- 
oublican Redistricting Trust. 
Kelly Ward Burton, e€xecu- 
tive director of the National 
Democratic Redistricting 
Committee, which coordi- 
nates litigation for that par- 
ty, agreed that Democrats 
will be aggressive. 'We fully 
anticipate being in court in 
the states where Republi- 
cans control the redistrict- 
iINg process and where 
they intend to gerryman- 
der," she said. 

Burton said she's not too 
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concerned about the Su- 
preme Court's 2019 ruling 
that federal courts cannot 
overturn partisan gerry- 
mandering, because racial 
gerrymandering remains il- 
legal under federal law. In 
the states Democrats are 
most worried about where 
the GOP controls the pro- 
cess — Florida, Georgia, 
North Carolina and Texas 
— party affiliation often 
runs along racial lines, with 
Black, Latino and Asian 
American voters more like- 
ly to be Democratic and 
white voters more likely to 
be Republican. 

But Li warned that's a dou- 
ble-edged sword. Demo- 
crats can argue Republi- 
can gerymanders are ra- 
cial, rather than partisan, 
but GOP lawyers can just 
tell judges they were fol- 
lowing the Supreme Court's 
direction and looking only 
at party, not race. "The Su- 
preme Court has created 
this weird binary — if it's on 
the racial side, it's bad, but 
if it's on the partisan side, It's 
okay," he said. 

Republicans in the North 
Carolina legislature — who 
have complete control 
over the process because 
the state's Democratic 
governor cannot veto a 
redistricting bill — have al- 
ready taken advantage of 
that dynamic by formally 
declaring they won't use 
racial data in drawing lines. 
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Tom Saenz, president of the 
Mexican-American Legal 
Defense and Education 
Fund, said he still expects 
there to be plenty of suc- 
cessful racial gerrymander- 
ing cases, especially be- 
cause populations of voters 
of color swelled so signifi- 
canily in the recent census 
data. The Voting Rights Act 
still requires the creation of 
majority-minority districts in 
areas where a compact 
legislative district could be 
drawn that way, and due 
to the continued growth of 
several racial and ethnic 
groups there are more of 
those places than ever be- 
fore, Saenz said. 

That won't always help 
Democrats — Saenz notes 
that, in some states like Cal- 
ifornia, his group has fought 
with white Democrats over 
the creation of major- 
ity Latino districts. And he 
noted another obstacle 
— the tight timelines of re- 
districting this decade. The 
Census data used to draw 
the maps was released six 
months late due to CO- 
VID-19 and legal disputes 
over how the Trump admin- 
istration ran the survey. That 
means courts may. only 
have a few weeks fo act 
before the 2022 elections 
formally kick off with dead- 
lines to file to run in state 
orimaries. Often, redistrict- 
ing cases take months if not 
years to decide.) 
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U.S. to erase student debt for those with severe disabilities 


By COLLIN BINKLEY 

AP Education Writer 

The Biden administration 
announced Thursday it will 
automatically erase — stu- 
dent loan debt for more 
than 300,000 Americans 
with severe disabilities that 
leave them unable to earn 
significant incomes. 

The move will wite out 
more than $5.8 billion in 
debt, according to the Ed- 
ucation Department, and it 
marks the start of a broad- 
er overhaul of a program 
that has been criticized for 
having overly burdensome 
rules. 

"We've heard loud and 
clear from borrowers with 
disabilities and advocates 
about the need for this 
change and we are ex- 
cited to follow through on 
it," Education Secretary 
Miguel Cardona said in a 
statement. 

The federal government 
offers student debt relief 
for people who are "totally 
and permanently disabled" 
and have limited incomes. 
But the current rules require 
them to submit documen- 
tation of their disability 
and undergo a three-year 
monitoring period to prove 
they're earning little pay. 
Tens of thousands of peo- 
ple have been dropped 





ing process set to start in 
October, the agency said. 
"This is going to be a smooth 
orocess for our borrowers," 
Cardona said in a call with 
reporters. “They're not go- 
ing to have to be apply- 
ing for it or getting bogged 
down by paperwork." 
Advocates celebrated the 
change as a victory. Aaron 
Ament, president of the 
National Student Legal De- 
fense Network, called if a 
"life-changing" step. 

"This is @Q huge moment for 
hundreds of thousands of 
borrowers with disabilities 
who can now move on 
with their lives and won't be 
trapped ina cycle of debt," 
he said. 

Democrats in Congress said 
it was the right move. Rep. 
Bobby Scott, D-Va., chair- 
man of the House Educa- 
tion and Labor Committee, 
said borrowers shouldn't 
face paperwork and other 
administrative hurdles _ if 
the federal government 
already knows they're eli- 
gible for loan forgiveness. 
"With this simple and sen- 
sible change, more than 
320,000 borrowers and their 
families are being freed 
from the burden of student 
loans that they should not 
have to repay," Scott said 
in a statement.L) 








Education Secretary Miguel Cardona speaks to press after a visit to P.S. 5 Port Morris, a Bronx el- 
ementary school, Tuesday, Aug. 17, 2021 in New York. 
Associated Press 


from the program and had 
their loans reinstated sim- 
ply because they failed to 
submit proof of their earn- 
ings, however, and critics 
say the complex rules deter 
some from applying. 

Advocates have pressed 
the Education Department 
to eliminate the monitoring 
period entirely and to pro- 
vide automatic debt relief 
to people who the Social 


Security Administration al- 
ready identifies as perma- 
nently disabled. 

Under the new action, 
both demands will be met. 
Starting in September, the 
Education Department will 
start erasing student debt 
for 323,000 Americans iden- 
tified in Social Security re- 
cords as being permanent- 
ly disabled. 

Borrowers will be notified 


once they have been ap- 
proved for relief. All of the 
loans are expected to be 
discharged by the end of 
the year. 

The department also plans 
to eliminate the program's 
three-year monitoring pe- 
riod, which was previously 
suspended during the pan- 
demic. That change is ex- 
pected to be cemented 
during a federal rulemak- 


Three senators test positive for COVID in stababetisbbalaets ak cases 


By KEVIN FREKING 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Three senators said Thurs- 


doctor's suggestion. "While 
lam not feeling great, I'm 
definitely feeling much 
better than | would have 


(& the scientists behind it!) i 
for limiting my symptoms," Me ’ 


Hickenlooper tweeted. "If pete, | 


day they have tested posi- 
tive for COVID-19 despite 
being vaccinated, a high- 
profile collection of break- 
through cases that comes 
as the highly infectious del- 
ta variant spreads rapidly 
across the United States. 
Sens. Angus King, I-Maine, 
Roger Wicker, R-Miss., and 
John Hickenlooper, D-Co- 
lo., all said they have test- 
ed positive for the virus. Al- 
most every member of the 
Senate soent long hours 
together on the cham- 
ber's floor last week in an 
all-night session of budget 
votes before leaving town 
for August recess. 

King said he began feeling 
feverish Wednesday and 
took a COVID test at his 


without the vaccine,” King 
said. 

Wicker's office said he 
tested positive for the virus 
Thursday morning. 
“Senator Wicker is fully 
vaccinated against CO- 
VID-19, is in good health, 
and Is being treated by his 
Tupelo-based = physician," 
a statement from his staff 
read. "He is isolating, and 
everyone with whom Sen- 
ator Wicker has come in 
close contact recently has 
been notified." 
Hickenlooper announced 
his positive test a few hours 
later. 

| feel good but will isolate 
per docs instructions. I'm 
grateful for the vaccine 


you havent gotten your 
shot—get if today! And a 
booster when it's available 
too!” 

The breakthrough cases 
emerged the day after 
U.S. health officials an- 
nounced plans to dispense 
COVID-19 booster shots to 
Americans. They said the 
shots are needed to shore 
Up their protection against 
the delta variant amid 
signs that the vaccines’ ef- 
fectiveness Is waning over 
time. 

Sen. Lindsey Graham, 
R-S.C. had announced 
Aug. 2 that he had tested 
positive for COVID-19 de- 
spite being vaccinated. 
"Sending best wishes for 
a speedy recovery fo my 





In this June 18, 2021, file photo, U.S. Sen. Angus King, I-Maine, 
speaks at Acadia National Park in Winter Harbor, Maine. 


good friends and col- 
leagues, he tweeted 
Thursday. 


If you have not already 
done so please #GetVac- 
cinated," Graham added. 
Dozens of members of 
Congress have reported 


Associated Press 


testing positive for CO- 
VID-19. Rep. Ron Wright, 
R-Texas, 67, died from the 
disease early this year 
While Rep.-elect Luke 
Letlow, R-La., 41, died in 
December before being 
sworn into office.) 
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Boy Scouts get conditional approval of $850M bankruptcy deal 


By RANDALL CHASE 

DOVER, Del. (AP) — A Del- 
aware judge ruled Thurs- 
day that the Boy Scouts of 
America can enter into a 
pivotal $850 million agree- 
ment that the organization 
hopes to use as a spring- 
board to emerging from 
bankruptcy later this year, 
but rejected two key provi- 
sions of the deal. 

Following three days of 
testimony and arguments, 
the judge granted the 
BSA's request to enter into 
an agreement involving 
the national Boy Scouts 
organization, roughly 250 
local Boy Scout councils, 
and attorneys representing 
some 70,000 men who say 
they were sexually abused 
as youngsters decades 
ago while engaged in Boy 
Scout-related activities. The 
agreement calls for the Boy 
Scouts and local councils 
to contribute $850 million 
into a fund for abuse claim- 
ants. 

The agreement was op- 
posed by insurers who is- 
sued policies to the Boy 
Scouts and local councils, 
attorneys representing 
thousands of other abuse 
victims, and various church 
denominations that have 
soonsored local Boy Scout 
troops. 

It was not immediately 
clear how the judge's rul- 
ing will affect the future of 





Pa. 


the bankruptcy case, giv- 
en that she rejected two 
significant provisions in the 
agreement. 

While ruling that BSA offi- 
cials exercised proper busi- 
ness judgment as required 
under the law in entering 
into the agreement, the 
judge refused to grant a 
request that the Boy Scouts 
be allowed to pay millions 
of dollars in legal fees and 
expenses of attorneys hired 
by law firms that represent 
tens of thousands of abuse 
claimants. 

She also denied the BSA's 
request under the agree- 


atts _ 


In this Feb. 18, 2020, file photo, Boy Scouts of America uniforms are displayed in the retail store at 
the headquarters for the French Creek Council of the Boy Scouts of America in Summit Township, 


ment for permission to with- 
draw from an April agree- 
ment in which § insurance 
company The Hartford 
would pay $650 million into 
the fund for abuse claim- 
ants in exchange for being 
released from any further li- 
ability. 

The Boy Scouts of Ameri- 
ca, based in Irving, Texas, 
sought bankruptcy protec- 
tion in February 2020 in an 
effort to halt hundreds of 
individual lawsuits and cre- 
ate a huge compensation 
fund for thousands of men 
who were molested as 
youngsters by scoutmasters 


Associated Press 


or other leaders. Although 
the organization was fac- 
Ing 275 lawsuits at the time 
of the filing, it is now facing 
some 82,500 sexual abuse 
claims in the bankruptcy 
case. 

Under the agreement, the 
Boy Scouts would con- 
tribute up to $250 million 
in cash and property to a 
fund for victims of child sex- 
ual abuse. The local coun- 
cils, which run day-to-day 
operations for Boy Scout 
troops, would contribute 
$600 million. In addition, the 
national organization and 
local councils would trans- 


fer their rights to Boy Scout 
insurance policies to the 
victims fund. In return, they 
would be released from 


future liability for abuse 
claims. 
Opponents of the deal 


argued that BSA officials 
failed to fully inform them- 
selves or exercise proper 
business judgment in en- 
tering into the agreement. 
They noted that the Boy 
Scouts board of directors 
never adopted a resolution 
approving the agreemert, 
and that decision-making 
authority was delegated 
to an executive committee 
and a handful of people 
ona bankruptcy task force. 
The judge rejected two 
controversial provisions in 
the agreement that oppo- 
nents had highlighted. 
One allows the Boy Scouts 
to back out of a settle- 
ment they reached in April 
with one of their insurers, 
The Hartford. The Hartford 
agreed to pay $650 mil- 
lion into the victims fund 
in exchange for being re- 
leased from any further 
obligations. The Boy Scouts 
sought to withdraw from 
the agreement after attor- 
neys for abuse claimants, 
who estimate the liability 
exposure of BSA insurers in 
the billions of dollars, main- 
tained that their clients 
would never support a plan 
that includes it.LJ 





30 years after last hurricane, New England braces for Henri 





Construction worker Ricardo Reyes helps get Vanny Lima, left, 
and her children, Luca, 7, and Alli, 4, to safety after her car be- 
come stuck in rising floodwater on Quinsigamond Avenue near 
Crompton Park in Worcester, Mass., Thursday, Aug. 19, 2021. 

Associated Press 


BOSTON (AP) — On the 30th anniversary of the last 


hurricane to make a direct 
hit on New England, the 
region warily braced Thurs- 
day for Tropical Storm Henri 
as If gathered strength and 
headed for the northeast- 
ern U.S. 

Forecasters said Henri will 
likely strengthen into a hur- 
ricane in the Aflantic as it 
approaches southern New 
England early next week, 
with the first coastal im- 
pacts possible on Sunday. 
Henri was expected to be- 
come a hurricane offshore 
late Friday along a path 
that will likely take it parallel 
to the East Coast. Its center 
was forecast to approach 
parts of Connecticut, 
Rhode Island, Cape Cod 
and the islands of Nantuck- 
et and Martha's Vineyard 


by Monday. 

Exactly 30 years ago Thurs- 
day, Bob made landfall as 
a Category 2 hurricane in 
1991 with sustained winds 
of 90 miles per hour and 
wind gusts up to 138 mph. 
At least 17 people were 
killed in the storm, the cost- 
liest In New England with 
more than $1.5 billion in 
property damage — nearly 
$3 billion in today's dollars. 

The National Weather Ser- 
vice warned of the poten- 
tial for damaging winds 
and widespread coastal 
flooding from Henri. Au- 
thorities urged people to 
secure their boats, fuel Up 
their vehicles and stock up 
on canned goods in case 
the storm makes a direct 
hit. 


Meteorologists said Henri's 
track remained uncertain, 
with some models suggest- 
ing it might pass offshore 
and others putting if over 
Cape Cod or even Boston, 
possibly as a Category | 
hurricane. 

New Englanders had to 
begin thinking about Henri 
even as the remnants of 
Tropical Storm Fred lashed 
the region, unleashing 
drenching rains that strand- 
ed drivers as floodwaters 
swamped their vehicles. 

In Worcester, Massachu- 
setts, the region's second- 
largest city, a woman and 
her two young. children 
had to be carried out of 
their stalled car by a Good 
Samaritan after waters rose 
to the vehicle's windows. )} 
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Allies embraced Biden. 


By RAF CASERT 

Associated Press 

BRUSSELS (AP) — Well be- 
fore U.S. President Joe 
Biden took office early this 
year, the European Union's 
foreign policy chief sang his 
praises and hailed a new 
era In cooperation. So did 
almost all of Washington's 
Western allies. 

The EU's Josep Borrell was 
glad to see the end of the 
Trump era, with its America 
First, and sometimes Amer- 
ica Only policy, enthralled 
by Biden's assertion that he 
would ‘lead, not merely by 
the example of our power, 
but by the power of our ex- 
ample.” 

Sunday's collapse of Ka- 
bul, triggered by Biden's 
decision to get out of Af- 
ghanistan and a U.S. mili- 
tary unable to contain the 
chaos since, certainly put 
a stop fo that. Even some 
of his biggest fans are now 
churning out criticism. 
Borrell was among them, 
this time aghast at Biden's 
contention that "our mission 
in Afghanistan was never 
supposed to have been 
nation-building,” coming in 
the wake of Western efforts 
over much of the past two 
decades to sow the seeds 
of the rule of law and as- 
sure protection for women 
and minorities. 
"State-building was not 
the purpose?e Well, this is 
arguable," a dejected Bor- 
rell said of Biden's stance, 
which has come under crit- 
icism in much of Europe. 
And for many Europeans 
steeped in soft power di- 
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In this Friday, June 11, 2021 file photo, leaders of the G7 pose during a group photo at the G7 
meeting at the Carbis Bay Hotel in Carbis Bay, St. lves, Cornwall, England. 


plomacy to export Western 
democratic values, Biden's 
assertion that, "our only vital 
national interest in Afghani- 
stan remains today what 
it has always been: pre- 
venting a_ terrorist attack 
on American homeland," 
could have come from a 
Trump speech. 

EU Council President 
Charles Michel — under- 
scored the different stanc- 
es when he said in a tweet 
Thursday that the "rights of 
Afghanis, notably women 
& girls, will remain our key 
concern: all EU instruments 
to support them should be 
used. 

French Parliamentarian Na- 
thalie Loiseau, a former Eu- 
rope minister for President 
Emmanuel Macron, put the 


Unexpected EU-Biden dis- 
connect more bluntly: "We 
lived alittle bit the great illu- 
sion,’ she said. "We thought 
America was back, while in 
fact, America withdraws." 
It was no better in Germa- 
ny, where a leading mem- 
ber of German Chancellor 
Angela Merkels center- 
right Union bloc, Bavaria 
Gov. Markus Soeder, called 
on Washington to provide 
funding and. shelter to 
those fleeing Afghanistan, 
since "the United States of 
America bear the main re- 
soonsibility for the current 
situation." 

Even in the United King- 
dom, which has always 
prided itself on a its "special 
relationship" with Washing- 
ton and now, more than 


Associated Press 


ever, needs U.S. goodwill 
to overcome the impact of 
leaving the EU, barbs were 
coming from all angles. 
Former British Army chief 
Richard Dannaftt said, "the 
manner and timing of the 
Afghan collapse is the di- 
rect result of President 
Biden's decision to with- 
draw all U.S. forces from Af- 
ghanistan by the 20th anni- 
versary of 9/11." 

"At a stroke, he has un- 
dermined the patient and 
painstaking work of the 
last five, 10, 15 years to 
build Up governance in 
Afghanistan, develop _ its 
economy, transform its Civil 
society and build up its se- 
curity forces," Dannatt said 
Wednesday in Parliament. 
‘The people had a glimpse 


of a better life — but that 
has been torn away.: 
Biden has pointed to the 
Trump administration deal 
negotiated with the Tal- 
iban 18 months earlier in 
Doha, Qatar, which he says 
bound him to withdraw U.S. 
troops, as setting the stage 
for the chaos now engulf- 
ing the country. 

Still, Biden putting much of 
the blame on Afghan forc- 
es for not protecting their 
nation has not gone down 
well with Western allies, ei- 
ther. 

Conservative = Parliament 
member Tom Tugendhat, 
who fought in Afghanistan, 
was one of several British 
lawmakers taking offense. 
"To see their command- 
er-in-chief call into ques- 
tion the courage of men | 
fought with, to claim that 
they ran, is shameful," Tu- 
gendhat said. 

Chris Bryant, from the oppo- 
sition Labour Party, called 
Biden's remarks about Af- 
ghan soldiers, "some of the 
most shameful Comments 
ever from an American 
oresident." 

In Prague this week, Czech 
oresident Milos Zeman said 
that, "by withdrawing from 
Afghanistan, the Ameri- 
cans have lost their status 
of global leader." 

But despite all the criticism, 
there is no doing without 
the United States on the 
global stage. America re- 
mains vital to the Western 
allies in a series of other 
issues, In particular tak- 
ing action against global 
warming.L) 





Nepalese Gurkhas end hunger strike over UK military pensions 


LONDON (AP) — A 13-day 
hunger strike by former 
Nepalese Gurkha soldiers 
came to an end Thursday 
after the British govern- 
ment agreed to enter talks 
with the Nepalese Embassy 
over equal pensions for vet- 
erans. 

The agreement came a 
day after one of the veter- 
ans, 60-year-old Dhan Gu- 
rung, was admitted to the 
hospital with heart prob- 
lems. 

Gurkha soldiers, who are 
recruited from Nepal, have 
served the British Army for 


more than 200 years, in- 
cluding during both world 
wars and most recently in 
Afghanistan. They have a 
reputation as hard and loy- 
al fighters, and are known 
for the trademark curved 
kukri blades they carry 
sheathed on their belts. 

The hunger strikers were 
part of a group of protest- 
ers calling for equal pen- 
sions for Gurkhas who re- 
tired before 1997 and are 
not eligible for a full British 
armed forces pension. 

“Our primary concern is al- 
ways the health and wel- 


fare of our serving person- 
nel and veterans, and this 
strike was not a course of 
action we encouraged," 
the Ministry of Defense said 
in a statement. 

"We look forward to meet- 
ing with the group next 
month alongside the Ne- 
pali ambassador to move 
forward together,’ the min- 
istry added. 

The Gurkha Equal Rights 
campaign group said in 
a tweet that the hunger 
strike has been called off 
after "13 days of fast unto 
death.") 
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In this Wednesday Aug. 18, 2021 file photo, Gurkha military vet- 
erans take part in a hunger strike relay outside Downing Street 


in London. 


Associated Press 
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Hezbollah says Iranian fuel tanker to sail fo Lebanon soon 


BEIRUT (AP) — The leader 
of Lebanon's militant Hez- 
bollah group said Thursday 
that an lranian fuel tanker 
will sail toward Lebanon 
“within hours," warning § I|s- 
rael and the United States 
not to intercept if. 

The delivery, organized by 
the lran-backed Hezbollah, 
would violate U.S. sanctions 
imposed on Tehran after 
former President Donald 
Trump pulled America out 
of a nuclear deal between 
lran and world powers 
three years ago. 

Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah 
said in a televised soeech 
that the tanker, carrying 
diesel fuel, will be followed 
by others to help ease Leb- 
anon's crippling fuel short- 
age that has paralyzed the 
country for weeks. 
Lebanon is going through 
an unprecedented eco- 
nomic meltdown, including 
a severe fuel crisis. 

Hours after Nasrallah's com- 
ments, Lebanese President 
Michel Aoun's office an- 
nounced that U.S. Ambas- 
sador to Lebanon Dorothy 
Shea told him the United 
States would help Lebanon 
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Hezbollah supporters listen to their leader Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah as he speaks via a video link 
during Ashoura, the Shiite Muslim commemoration marking the death of Immam Hussein, the 
grandson of the Prophet Muhammad, at the Battle of Karbala in present-day Iraq in the 7th cen- 
tury, in southern Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, Aug. 19, 2021. 


get electricity from Jordan 
and facilitate the flow of 
Egyptian gas through Jor- 
dan and Syria to northern 
Lebanon. 

Shea told Aoun that nego- 
tiations are ongoing with 


the World Bank to pay for 
Egyptian gas and fo fix ca- 
bles and pipelines that will 
be used, according to the 
statement. 

There was no immediate 
comment from the USS. 


Associated Press 


State Department or the 
American Embassy in Bel- 
rut. Shea, the U.S. ambassa- 
dor, sooke about the crisis 
in Lebanon with the English 
service of the Saudi-owned 
Al Arabiya TV on Thursday. 


1K 1 BYANA 





In his speech, Nasrallah 
did not say how Lebanon 
would pay for the fuel. 
Earlier, he had said Tehran 
could be paid in Lebanese 
pounds. The currency has 
lost more than 90% of its 
value since the country's 
economic crisis began in 
October 2019. 

‘| would like to say that at 
the moment the tanker sails 
out ... It will be considered 
in Lebanese territory," Nas- 
rallah said and blamed the 
West for what he called an 
Undeclared siege of Leba- 
non that triggered the cur- 
rent crisis. 

Hezbollah and its allies ac- 
cuse the U.S. and some Gulf 
Arab nations of punishing 
Lebanon because of Hez- 
bollah's military activities in 
other countries, including 
Syria and Iraq. 

Neighboring Syria has 
blamed Israel for mysteri- 
ous attacks that have ftar- 
geted oil tankers heading 
from Iran to Syria this past 
yeor. 

For weeks, Lebanese have 
been waiting in long lines 
at petrol stations fo fill their 
tanks. L} 





Europeans express grave concern over IAEA report on Iran 
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In this Oct. 26, 2010 file photo, a worker rides a bicycle in front 
of the reactor building of the Bushehr nuclear power plant, just 
outside the southern city of Bushehr. 


By KIRSTEN GRIESHABER 
Associated Press 

BERLIN (AP) — The for- 
eign ministries of Germa- 
ny, France and Britain on 
Thursday expressed ‘grave 
concern’ over the latest 
report by the UN's nuclear 
watchdog that said lran 
continues to produce ura- 
nium metal, which can be 
used in the production of a 


Associated Press 


nuclear bomb. 

The International Atomic 
Energy Agency in Vienna 
confirmed earlier this week 
that lran has produced ura- 
nium metal enriched up to 
20% for the first time, and 
has significantly increased 
its production capacity of 
uranium enriched up to 
60%. 


The production of ura- 


nium metal is prohibited 
by the 2015 nuclear deal 
known as the Joint Com- 
prehensive Plan of Action, 
or JCPOA, which promises 
lran economic. incentives 
in exchange for limits on 
its nuclear program, and Is 
meant to prevent Tehran 
from developing a nuclear 
bomb. 

Germany, France and Brit- 
ain — the western Europe- 
an members of the JCPOA 
— called the moves by 
lran "serious violations" of 
its commitment under the 
JCPOA. They said that 
"both are key steps in the 
development of a nuclear 
weapon and Iran has no 
credible civilian need for 
either measure." 

lran insists it is not interested 
in developing a bomb, and 
that the uranium metal is 
for its civilian nuclear pro- 
gram. 

“Our concerns are deep- 
ened by the fact that Iran 
has significantly limited IAEA 
access through withdraw- 


ing from JCPOA-agreed 
monitoring arrangements,” 
the joint statement added. 
The U.S. unilaterally pulled 
out of the nuclear deal in 
2018, with then-President 
Donald Trump saying it 
needed to be renegoti- 
ated. 

Since then, Tehran’ has 
been steadily increasing 
its violations of the deal to 
Out pressure on the other 
signatories to provide more 
incentives to lran to offset 
criopling American sanc- 
tions re-imposed after the 
U.S. pullout. 

The western Europeans, as 
well as Russia and China, 
have been working fo try to 
preserve the accord. 

U.S. President Joe Biden has 
said he is open to rejoin- 
ing the pact, but that Iran 
needs to return to Its restric- 
tions, while Iran has insisted 
that the U.S. must drop alll 
sanctions. 

Months of talks have been 
held in Vienna with the 
remaining parties of the 


JCPOA shuttling between 
delegations from Iran and 
the US. 

The last round of talks end- 
ed in June with no date set 
for their resumption. 
Following the latest IAEA re- 
port on the increase in ura- 
nium metal production, U.S. 
State Department spokes- 
man Ned Price said earlier 
this week that the move 
was ‘“unconstructive and 
inconsistent with a return to 
mutual compliance." 

In Thursday's statement the 
three western European 
powers said that "Iran's ac- 
tivities are all the more trou- 
bling given the fact talks in 
Vienna have been inter- 
rupted upon Tehran's re- 
quest for two months now 
and that lran has not yet 
committed to a date for 
their resumption." 

"While refusing to negoti- 
ate, Iran is instead estab- 
lishing facts on the ground 
which make a return to the 
JCPOA more complicat- 
ed," the statement said.L] 
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Gangs abduct 2 doctors in Haiti, including a needed surgeon 
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By MARK STEVENSON and 
EVENS SANON 

LES CAYES, Haiti (AP) — Two 
doctors at hospitals treat- 
ing earthquake victims in 
Haiti's capital have been 
kidnapped, forcing one of 
the institutions to a declare 
a two-day shutdown in pro- 
test, officials said Thursday. 
The abductions Tuesday 
and Wednesday dealt a 
major blow to attempts to 
control criminal violence 
that has threatened disas- 
ter resoonse efforts in Port- 
qu-Prince. 

Dr. Workens Alexandre, 
who was seized, was 
among the country's few 
orthopedic surgeons, des- 
perately needed for quake 
victims with broken limbs. 
An official at the Bernard 
Mevs Hospital said 45 of 
the 48 quake victims being 
treated at the facility need- 
ed orthopedic surgery. 
Gangs in the rough Martis- 
sant neighborhood on the 
capital's outskirts had an- 
nounced qa truce earlier in 
the week to allow aid ef- 
forts to through to the the 
southwestern part of Haiti, 
which has hit hardest by 
Saturday's earthquake. 

It was unclear if those 
gangs were involved in the 
latest abductions, but the 
founder of the DASH net- 
work of affordable hospi- 
tals, Dr. Ronald La Roche, 
said criminals have en- 
gaged in kidnappings far 
beyond Martissant. 

The Tuesday kidnapping 
of another doctor, an ob- 
stetrician who was on his 
way to perform an emer- 
gency cesarean delivery, 
occurred in Petionville, 
long considered one of the 
safer and wealthier areas 
of the capital. The doctor's 
patient and her child both 
died due to the delay in 
treatment. 

"We are furious at these 
people," La Roche said of 
the kidnappers. "They are 
responsible for the death of 
this woman and her child." 
Of the supposed truce with 
gangs in Martisan, he said 
“we cannot depend on 
that." 

"We feel that the gang- 
sters are getting more dar- 
ing. They are working now 
in Petionville, the center of 
the city," said La Roche, 





People injured in a car accident, sitting right, wait with others injured during the earthquake for 
x-rays at the General Hospital in Les Cayes, Haiti, Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2021. 
Associated Press 


recognized that the gov- ‘| have already given or- 
ermment cannot depend ders that for traveling from 
on the gang truce. Port-au-Prince to the south, 


whose network of eight hos- 
pital and clinics will close to 
nonemergency cases to 
protest the kidnapping. 
The DASH hospitals are 
treating 27 earthquake vic- 
tims, and they — and any 
emergency cases — will 
continue to receive care. 
Kidnappers have contact- 
ed the families of both doc- 
tors, but there is no informa- 
tion on ransom demands. 
The official at the Bernard 
Mevs Hospital, who asked 
not to be identified be- 
cause of safety concerns, 
said the problem has got- 
ten so bad that a program 
has been set up so that 
doctors can stay in hospital 
rooms for two or three days 
to avoid the risk of travel. 
The quake caused killed 
nearly 2,200 people and 
injured over 12,000. The ab- 
ductions in Port-au- Prince 
directly affect the transfer 
of patients from the over- 
whelmed hospitals in the 
south to the capital, the 
last hope for the most se- 
verely injured. 

Prime Minister Ariel Henri, 
himself the former head of 
neurosurgery at Bernard 
Mevs Hospital, had already 
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security be provided on 
the route from Martisan to 
the worst hit areas," he said 
Wednesday. 

Meanwhile a group of 
18 Colombian volunteer 
search-and-rescue workers 
had to be escorted out of 
the quake-hit city of Jer- 
emie under police protec- 
tion after a rumor circu- 
lated that they had been 
involved in the July 7 assas- 
sination of President Jove- 
nel Moise. 

That killing, which its still un- 
solved, is susoected of be- 
ing carried out by a group 
of Colombian mercenaries. 
The Colombians rescuers 
had arrived only a day be- 
fore. Local media reported 
that a Jeremie city council 
member went on a radio 
station and incited people 
to go after the Colombian 
team, who had patches 
on their uniforms with the 
colors of the country's flag. 
They took refuge at a civil 
defense office. 

The head of the Jeremie 
civil protection office, Wad- 
son Montisino Cledanon, 
confirmed that the search 
team had been taken to 
the local airport with police 
orotection.L] 
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The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba: 
Their brand culture makes them unique, join this Culinary Voyage 





PALM BEACH — Paradise is a place where you encounter unforgettable experiences. 
From a culinary perspective, The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba is your only choice. The brand’s 
culture is oriented towards the guests’ experience and supporting local community 
at the same time. “At The Ritz-Carlton the genuine care and comfort of our guests is 
our highest mission and we need to anticipate and fulfill their unexpressed wishes and 
needs. We focus on that once -in- a -lifetime luxury experience,” states Executive Chef 
Rafael Lopez Aliaga. 


Lopez Aliaga has been working for the Ritz-Carlton company for fourteen years and 
the last four years he has been in Aruba. The Peruvian chef is clear about it: “We call 
our employees ladies and gentlemen because only when you take good care of your 
people can they genuinely care for the guests. And we do. We understand what our 
guests are looking for and we need to be one step ahead and make a personal con- 
nection. Knowing their name and remembering their preferences is what elevates their 
experience and gives our guests that ‘home away from home’ sensation.” 

Lopez Aliaga together with Executive Sous Chef, Sfanwick Bloem, oversee the entire 
culinary department “Our goal is to create the best food experience so that our guests 
come back every time” says Bloem. The attention for detail at The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba Is 
exceptional; children are invited into the kitchen to helo bake pancakes, the complete 
staff is intensely trained on allergens and wherever you walk you are greeted with a 
sincere smile and with a ‘Good Day’. This makes you feel very special and lifts uo your 
mood. 


Join us on the culinary voyage to paradise: 


Rung | 

BLT Steak, excelling in steaks 

Aruban Mitchell Pereira is the Chef de Cuisine of BLT Steak. 
“We are a modern steakhouse with a menu that offers the 
best steaks on the island and a weekly menu that appears 
on our Blackboard to provide guests with the choice to try 
something different.” He is extremely happy that The Ritz- 
Carlton, Aruba strives fo employ as many locals as possi- 
ble. “lama young, local chef, ambitious to work with local 
farmers and fishermen. We offer delicious local lettuce and 
mouthwatering Aruban cheeses. With us, you get the high- 
est quality with a local touch.” When it comes to steaks, his 
B personal favorite is the Dry Aged Kansas City Steak. How- 
PF" ever, the American Wagyu and Australian Wagyu are suc- 
culent as well. For seafood lovers BLT Steak offers East and 





Australian Wagyu (left) and West coast oysters, caviar, king crab, lobsters and much 
the Cowboy Steak (right) more. The Blackboard menu of this week invites you to savior a wonderful Steak tartare, 
120z. Black Angus rib eye, 7oz. Caribbean Seabass, Jalapeno Potato, and a delicious 
Apple Crumble. 


Rung 2 
Madero Pool & Beach Grill, — 
whole fish experience 
The Ritz-Carlton’s philosophy 
to support the local commun- 
ty is exemplified by their part- 
nershio with local fishermen. 
_ The impression of travelers of 
the Caribbean is the white- 
sandy beaches, waving palm 
_ trees and fresh, grilled fish from 
mamas tne sec to their plate; and that 

, Is-exactly what Madero Pool & 
mm Beach? Gull often: “Sharing: ts 
caring, families love that,” says 
Bloem. Therefore, the Whole 
Fish Experience offers a head- 
to-tall iresh catch of the day, Iz Executive Sous Chef Stanwick 
grilled to perfection, and served fortwo people in its entire- _ Bloem presenting a Whole 
ty to enjoy. “Of course the fish is deboned yet still presented with head and tail and ac-. Local Fish - grilled or fried 
companied by local sides like sweet plantain. Usually, we serve a delicious Red Snapper 
because this fish has very nice white meat, but it may vary depending on the catch and 
season.” Tropical delight to the extreme we would say because Madero Pool:& Beach 
Grill represents the sea, the white beach and grilled fish as a tasty giff of happiness. 

Continued on Page 9 
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BINGO WIEL RETURN SOON: 







MPer GU PTT TQ ung ue 
ies a | aa it i 
Ay a ve il | i 


The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba: 
Their brand culture makes them unique, join this Culinary Voyage 





Homemade pasta with seasonal fresh ingredients. 


Continued from Page 8 


Rung 3 

Casa Nonna New York 

The name means ‘Grandmother's House’ in 
Italian. There are only two of them: one in the 
heart of New York City’s Theater District, and 
the other one Is on Aruba. In case you would 
like to taste what real Italian food with a New 
York twist is all about, you must come here. The 
menu Is a culmination of traditional Roman and 
Tuscan fare, highlighted by fresh, local and 
seasonal ingredients. From salami, cheese and 
antipasti platters, to house-made pastas, the 
menu is available d la carte and family style, 
overflowing with options ideal for sharing. An- 
diamo a mangiare! 








“We re giving away 
$50 Free Slot Play 
to lucky slot and table 
game players every 
30 minutes from 
7pm to 11:30pm! 
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Executive Chef Rafael Lopez Aliaga with tiradito, 
Tuna Nikkei Ceviche 


Rung 4 

Divi Sushi Bar & Lounge, dushi Sushi 

The kitz-Carlton, Aruba stands out in many as- 
pects, not only with its captivating dishes, but 
also in creating unforgettable experiences. The 
resort encompasses the values and philosophy 
on which they exercise an un-wavering com- 
mitment to service. Now, there are many cor- 
ners in the hotel that can trigger your senses, 
but there is one place that you just cannot miss: 
the Divi Sushi Bar & Lounge. At this contempo- 
rary bar you will find the finest sushi, ceviche 
and poke bowls. Pick Uo your chopsticks and 
get ready to indulge. 
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THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering oa wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 





Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 


The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood | Subway 


Rung 5 

Solanio, strong start 

The ultimate start of your day in paradise starts 
with a breakfast buffet at Solanio. The Ritz-Carl- 
ton, Aruba takes food safety and guest safety 
very seriously and adheres to all the necessary 
orotocols. 

Lopez Aliaga is delighted to serve the best of 
the best prepared by amazing talent. “As The 
Ritz- Carlton, we feel that it is our resoonsibility to 
enliven the Aruban culture. My goal is fo have 
our kitchen run by locals combined with inter- 
national talent. It would be my utmost pride to 
watch the team grow and share the Aruban 
culture and knowledge with other Ritz-Carlton’s 
around the world. L} 
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Emerald Ambassadors honored at Aruba Marriott Ocean Club 


PALM BEACH — Aruba has visitors as 


Distinguished 


to Aruba for over 30 con- 


many visitors who have 
been coming to our is- 
land for many consecutive 
years. Some did not return 
last year due to the pan- 
demic, but as soon as the 
borders were open again 
they were the first ones to 
come back to their be- 
loved island. As a token 
of appreciation the Aruba 
Tourism Authority office 
on behalf of the govern- 
ment of Aruba takes pride 
in honoring these loyal 


Visitors, Goodwill Ambas- 
sadors or with the highest 
honorary title of Emerald 
Ambassadors. 


It was the turn of Mr. John 
& Mrs. Marilyn Enright, resi- 
dents of Cape Coral Flori- 
da and guests of the Aru- 
ba Marriott Ocean Club 
to be recognized as loyal 
visitors. They received the 
honorary title of Emerald 
Ambassadors, because 
they have been coming 


secutive years. 


Marouska Heyliger, rep- 
resentative of the Aruba 
Tourism Authority, together 
with members of the Aru- 
ba Marriott Ocean Club 
bestowed the certificate 
to the Ambassadors and 
handed some presents fo 
them and thanked them 
for choosing Aruba as their 
vacation destination and 
as their home away from 
home for so many years.L) 
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New bathrooms are inaugurated at Pius X 
DIVI & TAMARIJN ARUBA ALL INCLUSIVES partner with FUNDASHON DIVI 
IMPACT, to make a big difference for elementary school, in Dakota 


ORANJESTAD — A few days 
before school opening in 
Aruba, new bathrooms 
were inaugurated at Pius 
X school, in Dakota, in the 
presence of the cheerful 
headmaster, teachers, and 
support staff. 


The bathrooms were ren- 
ovated by Divi & Tama- 
rijn All Inclusive with funds 
collected by Divi Impact 
Foundation. According to 
headmaster Sheila Tromp, 
the project took just over 
three weeks, and will con- 
tribute greatly to the stu- 
dents’ wellbeing and com- 
fort, and to the 61-year-old 
facility, in general. It gave 
Ricardo Vrolijk, president, 
Impact Foundation, and 
Yanel Olivero, board mem- 
ber and project leader, 
great pleasure fo deliver 
the upgraded, modern 
facility on time. They were 
supported by board mem- 
bers Francis Ridderstap, 
Maria Esquera, Pearl Lake, 
and Island Marketing & Pro- 
motion Manager, Tabitha 
Fecunda, as they showed 





the project off to members 
of the local press. 


Divi & Tamarijn All Inclusive 
Resorts were introduced to 
Pius X elementary school on 
the Kids Council platform, 
an initiative by Dutch Prin- 
cess Laurentien in which 
local 6 graders got to 
brainstorm, resolving adult 
challenges, in  hospital- 
ity. The initiative resulted in 
collaboration beyond the 
council, and the partners, 
Divi & Tamanrijn All Inclusive 
Resorts and Fundashon Divi 


i 


Impact, deserve recogni- 
tion for the ongoing, long 
term, good work they have 
been doing for the com- 
munity. In recent years, 
work teams consisting of 
volunteers and profession- 
als have been working at 
the Pius X school in Dakota, 
painting, fixing the roof, 
cleaning and _ restoring 
classrooms and the gym 
hall. A donation of 28 new 
air-conditioners followed, 
installed in classrooms 
which previously offered 
education under uninsulat- 
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ed corrugated roof panels. 
It was a long process that 
required addition power in- 
frastructure, and a substan- 
tial investment. On another 
occasion, the school re- 
ceived eBoards, the easy- 
to-use web solution which 
supports Communication 
and collaboration in the 
classroom, integrating the 
latest technology. 

In January of 2021, Divi & 
Tamanrijn All Inclusive with 
partner Divi Impact de- 
livered 200 tablets to the 
eagerly awaiting students 
who from then on study 
math and other compli- 
cated subjects on an inter- 
active Dutch platform, with 
their teacher as coach 
and mentor, helping them 
through the curriculum at 
their own pace. That was 
the last time, the late man- 
aging director, Alex Nieuw- 
meyer, attended a dona- 
tion celebration. While he 
has departed, his impor- 
tant work is ongoing. 

Divi IMPACT is a non-profit 
organization that was es- 
tablished on September 
2, 2010, with the goal to 
fundraise for a scholarship 
fund is used to assist Divi 
employees and/or their 
children who wish to pur- 
sue a higher education, 
on island or abroad. The 
Foundation’s goal is to in- 
soire and motivate Divi's 
company leadership, own- 
ers, Quests, business part- 
ners and employees fo 
donate time, money and 
resources To help the com- 
munity in creating a higher 
standard of living and to 
enhance the Divi Brand 
locally, by creating edu- 








cational assistance for em- 
ployees and their kids. Divi 
IMPACT raises money year 
round by deducting small 
amounts from company 
employee salaries and by 
soliciting guests’ dona- 
tions. They have invested 
many thousands of florins in 
the Pius X school already! 
Pius X school belongs to 
SKOA, Stichting Katholiek 
Onderwijs, the foundation 
running 15 kindergartens, 
209 elementary schools, 5 
secondary schools and | 
school for students with 
special needs. Eighteen of 
the foundation's learning 
institutions are still on the list 
for air-conditioning installa- 
tion. 


The press was invited to 
visit the elementary school, 
as representatives of Divi 
& Tamarijn all-inclusive in- 
augurated the new bath- 
rooms, with a simple, at- 
tractive, and easy to clean 
design. The support stuff 
has also been provided 
with rolling Nousekeeping 
carts for their cleaning sup- 
plies. As a result of Divi & 
Tamanrijn involvement with 
the school for seven years, 
the facility, classrooms 
and gym hall, are nicely 
painted and in excellent 
state of repair, including 
flowering pots and colorful 
school-yard designs. The 
school presented Divi with 
a token of appreciation. 
President Vrolijk reports the 
list of future projects is long; 
it is continuously compiled, 
including scholarships for 
students and recently a 
Back to School project for 
supplies.L] 
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Old Navy ii its plus-size women's business 


By ANNE D'INNOCENZIO 
The Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — 

Gap Inc.'s low-price divi- 
sion Old Navy is overhaul- 
ing its approach to how 
it designs and markets to 
plus-size women, a demo- 
graphic that many analysts 
say has been underserved. 
Starting Friday, Old Navy 
will be offering every one 
of its women's styles in all 
sizes with no price differ- 
ence. That means sizes 0-28 
in stores and up to size 30 
online. 

The 1,200-store chain will 
also be displaying its large 
sizes together with the stan- 
dard sizes on the floor. The 
fashions will be displayed 
on mannequins in_ sizes 
four, 12 and 18. Online, the 
chain is merging its plus size 
and standard sizes togeth- 
er, with models appearing 
in all three sizes. 

The moves, announced 
Wednesday, are expected 
to helo Old Navy reach $10 
billion in annual sales by 
2023, up from $8 billion in 
2019, company executives 
said. 

Old Navy 


joins Target, 





Pedestrians pass the Old Navy store in the Downtown Crossing shopping area, Wednesday, July 


14, 2021, in Boston. 


Nordstrom and others, 
which over the past few 
years have been adding 
more plus-size offerings, 
and many are integrat- 
ing them next to standard 
sizes. They're also adding 
fuller-size mannequins on 
the selling floor and show- 


ing More plus-size models in 
their marketing. 

Still, the Common practice 
for department stores and 
other retailers is to have 
separate areas for plus 
sizes, but they also devote 
separate sections for petite 
sizes, says Neil Saunders, 


Associated Press 


managing director of re- 
search firm GlobalData Re- 
tail. Walmart, for instance, 
has a separate plus-size 
shop on its apparel floors. 

Over the years, retailers 
have expanded their of- 
ferings to cater to plus- 
size women. But analysts 


believe the commitment 
vacillated and stores never 
made this customer base 
feel part of the shopping 
experience, often leaving 
them out of marketing ma- 
terials. 

Analysts believe this time 
around, the push will be 
long term as they're under 
pressure from shoppers to 
be more inclusive. Clothing 
retailers are increasingly 
struggling to attract cus- 
tomers and are looking for 
new opportunities to pump 
Up sales. 

“We have entered af a 
time when inclusion finally 
expands beyond race, na- 
tionality and income level," 
said Marshal Cohen, chief 
industry advisor at NPD 
Group. ‘It includes sizes. We 
have finally gotten there." 
“For too long, too many 
women have not been in- 
cluded in the retail industry. 
That means if you were a 
size 16 or 18, which is the 
average size of ad woman 
in America, you had very 
limited choice," said Alison 
Partridge Stickney, head of 
women's merchandising at 
Old Navy. LJ 





In unfriendly skies, unruly passenger fines top $1 million 


By DAVID KOENIG 

AP Airlines Writer 

Rowdy dirline passengers 
have now racked up a re- 
cord $1 million in potential 
fines this year, a toll of the 
tumult in the sky as travelers 
have returned after most 
were grounded by the 
pandemic in 2020. 

The Federal Aviation Ad- 
ministration announced 
the latest cases Thursday, 
involving 34 travelers who 
flew between January and 
May. Their offenses ranged 
from refusing to wear a 
face mask, as required by 
a federal rule, to punch- 
ing a flight attendant in the 
nose. 

Those are just the latest 
among dozens of enforce- 
ment cases that the FAA 
called part of its crack- 
down against passengers 
who interfere with airline 
Crews. 

Airlines have — reported 
about 3,900 incidents of 
Unruly passengers this year, 


and three-fourths involve 
refusal to wear a mask, ac- 
cording to the FAA. 
Alcohol is another common 
factor. American. Aijrlines 
on Thursday extended its 
ban on alcohol sales in the 
main cabin through Jan. 
18, matching the timing of 
the federal mask mandate. 
American still sells alcohol 
to passengers in business 
and first-class sections. 

An FAA spokeswoman con- 
firmed that $1 million is a 
single-year record for pro- 
posed fines against pas- 
sengers, who can appedi. 
The FAA has started inves- 
tigations against 682 travel- 
ers this year, smashing the 
previous high of 310 in 2004. 
The latest round of cases in- 
cludes two fines that could 
top $40,000. 

On a JetBlue flight in May, 
a man threw his carry-on 
bag at other passengers, 
grabbed a flight attendant 
by the ankles and put his 
head up her skirt before he 


was restrained with plastic 
ties. The FAA wants to fine 
him $45,000. 

The FAA is seeking a $42,000 
fine against a man who re- 
fused to wear a mask on 
another JetBlue flight in 
May and threatened oth- 
er passengers, including 
making stabbing gestures 
toward some. Crew mem- 
bers confiscated a bag 
containing a_ substance 
the man was snorting, then 
armed themselves with ice 
mallets before police took 
him off the plane. 

The FAA did not identify 
any of the passengers, 
including a man who al- 
legedly punched a flight 
attendant in the nose dur- 
ing a third JetBlue flight. Al- 
though police were called 
in several cases, If was not 
clear how many of the pas- 
sengers called out by FAA 
face criminal charges. 

This month, the head of the 
FAA asked airport officials 
around the country to work 





In this Feb. 18, 2021 file photo, a passenger wears a face mask 
to help prevent the spread of the new coronavirus as he waits 
for a Delta Airlines flight at Hartsfield-Jackson International Air- 
port in Atlanta. 


with local law enforcement 
tO prosecute more Cases. 
The FAA does not have 
authority to file criminal 
charges. 

Air travel in the U.S. has 
returned to nearly 80% of 
pre-pandemic levels, but 
airlines have cut the num- 
ber of flights by a similar 
amount, resulting in crowd- 
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ed planes. 

Bad weather and lack of 
crews after airlines cut staff 
last year have contrib- 
uted to tens of thousands 
of canceled and delayed 
flights this summer, accord- 
ing to figures from tracking 
service FlightAware, mak- 
ing travel even more stress- 
ful than before.) 
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EXPLAINER: How social platforms are 
dealing with the Taliban 


By BARBARA ORTUTAY 

AP Technology Writer 

As the Taliban negotiates 
with senior politicians and 
government leaders  fol- 
lowing its lighting-fast take- 
over of Afghanistan, U.S. 
social media companies 
are reckoning with how to 
deal with a violent extrem- 
ist group that is poised to 
rule a country of 40 million 
people. 

Should the Taliban be al- 
lowed on social platforms if 
they don't break any rules, 
such as a ban on inciting 
violence, but instead use it 
to soread a narrative that 
they're newly reformed and 
are handing out soap and 
medication in the streets? 
If the Taliban runs Afghani- 
stan, should they also run 
the country's official gov- 
ernment accounts? 

And should tech compa- 
nies in Silicon Valley decide 
what is — and isn't — a 
legitimate government? 
They certainly don't want 
to. But as the situation un- 
folds, uncomfortable deci- 
sions lie ahead. 

DOES THE TALIBAN USE SO- 
CIAL MEDIA 

The Taliban quickly seized 
power in Afghanistan two 
weeks before the U.S. was 
set to complete its troop 
withdrawal after a two-de- 
cade war. The insurgents 
stormed across the Coun- 
try, capturing all major 
cities in a matter of days, 
as Afghan security forces 
trained and equipped by 
the U.S. and its allies melted 
away. 

The last time the Taliban 
was in power in Afghani- 
stan, Facebook, Twitter 
and YouTube did not exist. 
Neither did MySpace, for 
that matter. Internet use 
in the country was virtually 
nonexistent with just 0.01% 
of the population online, 
according to the World 
Bank. 

In recent years, that num- 
ber has vastly increased. 
The Taliban have also in- 
creased their online pres- 
ence, producing - slick 
videos and maintaining 
official social media ac- 
counts. Despite bans, they 
have found ways to evade 
restrictions on YouTube, 





In this Feb. 10, 2016 photo, Afghanis access social media web- 
sites at a private internet cafe in Kabul, Afghanistan. 


Facebook and WhatsApp. 
Last year, for instance, they 
used WhatsApp groups 
to share pictures of local 
health officials in white 
gowns and masks handing 
out protective masks and 
bars of soap to locals. 

On Twitter, Taliban sookes- 
man Zabihullah Mujahid 
has been posting regu- 
lar Updates to more than 
300,000 followers, includ- 
ing international media. 
Twitter susoended another 
account, @AfghPresident, 
which has served as the na- 
tion's de facto official presi- 
dential account, pending 
verification of the account 
holder's identity. 

"There's a realization that 
winning the war is as much 
a function of a nonmilitary 
tool like social media as it 
is about the bullets,” said 
Sarah Kreps, a law profes- 
sor at Cornell University 
who focuses on. interna- 
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tional politics, ©technol- 
ogy and national security. 
“Maybe these groups, even 
from just an_ instrumental 
perspective, have realized 
that beheading people is 
not a way fo win the hearts 
and minds of the country." 
WAIT, THE TALIBAN WERE 
ALLOWED ON TWITTER? 
Facebook and YouTube 
consider the Taliban a ter- 
rorist organization and pro- 
hibit it from operating ac- 
counts. Twitter has not ex- 
plicitly banned the group, 
though the company said 
Tuesday that it will con- 
tinue to enforce its rules, in 
particular policies than bar 
"glorification of violence, 
platform manipulation and 
soam.. 

This essentially means that 
until the accounts  vio- 
late Twitter's rules — for in- 
stance, by inciting violence 
— they are allowed fo op- 
erate. L] 
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Govi sharpens antitrust 
attack against Facebook 


with filing 


By MARCY GORDON 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Federal regulators sharp- 
ened their antitrust attack 
against Facebook, alleg- 
ing in a revised complaint 
Thursday that the social 
network giant pursued a 
laser-focused strategy to 
“buy or bury" rivals to sup- 
press compe}tition. 

It was the second try by 
the Federal Trade Commis- 
sion, after a federal judge 
in June dismissed antitrust 
lawsuits brought against 
Facebook by the agency 
and a broad codlition of 
state attorneys general, 
amid multiplying efforts by 
federal and state regula- 
tors to rein in tech titans’ 
market Dower. 

The new complaint lays out 
a detailed history of Face- 
book's conduct, particular- 
ly since the arrival of mobile 
devices like smartphones in 
the 2010s, and the rise of 
innovative rivals to Face- 
book. 

The FIC is asking for “any 
relief necessary,” including 
the potential forced dives- 
titure of assets such as Ins- 
tagram and WhatsApp. or 
a restructuring of the com- 
pany. 

Separately, the agency 
dismissed a request from 
Facebook that FIC Chair 
Lina Khan — an outspoken 
critic of Big Tech appointed 
in June by President Joe 
Biden — step aside in this 
case because of her past 
oublic statements. Face- 
book says Khan's criticism 
of its market Dower when 
she was an academic and 
the legal director of an an- 
ti-monopoly think tank, and 
her more recent work on 
a congressional investiga- 
tion, make it impossible for 
her to be impartial. 

The FIC’s general counsel's 
office reviewed the petition 
and dismissed the request 
on grounds that the com- 
pany's due-process rights 
will be fully protected in the 
federal court proceeding. 
Without Khan's vote, the 
FTC's case against Face- 
book could have stalled by 
splitting the vote between 


the four other commission- 
ers — two Democrats and 
two Republicans. The vote 
to file the amended com- 
plaint was 3-2, with the two 
Republicans voting against 
it. 

U.S. District Judge James 
Boasberg had ruled in June 
that the suits were "legally 
insufficient’ and didn't pro- 
vide enough evidence to 
orove that Facebook was 
a monopoly. The ruling dis- 
missed the FTC's complaint 
but not the case, giving the 
agency a chance fo file a 
revised complaint. 
Boasberg had said the FITC 
fell short of demonstrat- 
ing that Facebook holds 
monopoly market power, 
failing to provide an esti- 
mate for the company's 
market share over the past 
ten years. He dismissed the 
states’ separate complaint 
outright. 

In the new filing, the FIC 
laid out a detailed analysis 
to substantiate its monopo- 
ly power claim. "Direct evi- 
dence, including historical 
events and market realities" 
confirms the allegation, the 
complaint says. The harm 
to consumers from the lack 
of competition “is particu- 
larly severe," it says. 

Some of the material 


meant to show dominant 
market share is redacted 
in the public version of the 
including 


filing, internal 
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In this March 29, 2018, file photo, the logo for Facebook ap- 
pears on screens at the Nasdaq MarketSite in New York's Times 
Square. 


Facebook emails. 

The agency made its case 
anew Thursday as Face- 
book, Google, Amazon 
and Apple fall under ex- 
treme scrutiny and legisla- 
tive pressure from the FIC, 
the Justice Department, 
European regulators, law- 
makers in Congress and 
state legislatures, and most 
recently, from an executive 
order from the Biden White 
House. 

The FTC and 48 states and 
districts sued Facebook in 
December 2020, accusing 
the tech giant of abusing 
its market dominance in 
social networking to crush 
smaller competitors and 
seeking remedies that 
could include a forced spi- 
noff of the social network's 
popular Instagram and 
WhatsApp messaging ser- 
vices. 

The FIC had alleged 
Facebook engaged in a 
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"systematic strategy" to 
eliminate its competition, 
including by purchasing 
smaller up-and-coming ri- 
vals like Instagram in 2012 
and WhatsApp in 2014.L) 
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aa HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 





San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Oduber Tel. 582 1780 
San Nicolas: 

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 
527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 
Fire Dept. 115 
Red Cross 582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 
i 587 5900 
588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
el. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


entre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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DaCosta, Peele dare a new generation to summon ‘Candyman’ 


By LINDSEY BAHR 
"Candyman" was always 
more than a surface level 
horror film. The 1992 film 
dealt with class, race and 
trauma. But almost 30 years 
later, a new version in the- 
aters Aug. 27 reclaims and 
recenters the narrative 
around the Black experi- 
ence. 

The original film took the 
seeds of a Clive Barker 
short story set in a Liverpool 
slum and transported it to 
Chicago's Cabrini-Green 
housing projects, where the 
Boogeyman was Black and 
the lens to the world was a 
white female doctoral stu- 
dent studying urban myths. 
The film was both praised 
and the subject of pointed 
critiques from Black. film- 
makers who noted the re- 
gressive racial stereotypes. 
"There s no question that 
this film plays on white 
middle-class fears of black 
people,” actor-director 
Carl Franklin told the Chi- 
cago Tribune at the time. 
“If unabashedly uses racial 
stereotypes and destruc- 
tive myths to create shock." 
Franklin said it was, ‘"irre- 
sponsible and racist." 

But it was also successful 
enough to spawn two se- 
quels and proved to be a 
formative film for a young 
Jordan Peele, who saw it as 
a landmark for representa- 
tion. Following the success 
of "Get Out," Peele and his 
Monkeypaw — Productions 
set their sights on a "Candy- 
man" film and signed up- 
and-coming filmmaker Nia 
DaCosta to direct. 
DaCosta had just one indie 
Under her belt, the well-re- 
ceived crime drama "Little 
Woods,’ when her agent 
got wind of a Jordan Peele 
"Candyman" project. 

"lL always told (my agent) 
what | wanted to do and | 
made ‘Little Woods,’ which 
was ad really great experi- 
ence, but! also really want- 
ed to do bigger films, genre 


ta 
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Jordan Peele appears at the Governors Awards in Los Angeles on Oct. 27, 2019, left, and Nia Da- 
Costa appears at the 11th Annual AAFCA Awards in Los Angeles on Jan. 22, 2020. 


films and horror and Marvel 
movies, DaCosta, 31, said. 
"He introduced them to my 
work and it just ended up 
working out...1 don't want 
to pitch for something if | 
dont really have a clear 
idea and a passion for 
what if will be. | think they 
resoonded to that level of 
detail and the passion that 
| had." 

Described as a "spiritual se- 
quel" to the first film, Peele, 
who co-wrote the script, 
and DacCosta's "Candy- 
man" put their subjects, a 
successful gallery director, 
Brianna (Teyonah Parris), 
and her visual artist boy- 
friend Anthony (Yahya Ab- 
dul-Mateen Il), in modern 
day Chicago. They live ina 
luxury apartment in a now 
gentrified Cabrini-Green. 
But the rot of the past lin- 
gers. A longtime resident 
played by Colman Domin- 


go tells Anthony about the 
Candyman lore and soon 
the haunting and the body 
horror begin anew. 

"The art world is very glitzy, 
glamorous and Brianna is 
very wealthy and lives in 
this amazing apartment 
and Chicago's a gorgeous 
city," DaCosta said. "| want- 
ed to really juxtapose that 
beautiful, lush world with 
the horrors within." 
Abdul-Mateen Il predicts 
“Candyman' will be a con- 
versation-starter. 

"Outside of the entertain- 
ment value, there is an 
opportunity to really talk 
about the state of the 
world,» Abdul-Mateen _ Il 
said. "There's a history of 
unwanted marks becom- 
ing celebrated for reasons 
that we don't want to be 
celebrated for. This movie 
deals with that and says 
what happens when you 
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book. 
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take our stories back." 

The themes aren't just 
backdrops either. The script 
has characters discussing 
gentrification and _ privi- 
lege. One character even 
says white people, "Love 
what we make, but they 
don't love us." It was a line 
that DaCosta felt was es- 
pecially important to have 
in the film. 

"Sometimes you just have 
to make the subtext text,” 
DaCosta said. ‘If really 
spoke to how as long as 
we are behaving a certain 
way and as long as we're 
producing something that 
is being consumed or has 
a place either in a consum- 
erist way or in a respect- 
ability way, we're fine. But 
once you step out of that, 
once...someone dares to 
talk back to a police officer 
or whatever then there is a 
problem." 

Although it's a distinctly dif- 
ferent film than "Get Out," 
with different sensibilities, 
“Candyman' is poised to in- 
spire and provoke in similar 
ways. 

"It's truly an examination 
of who we are right now 
in our culture and hope- 
fully helping to move the 


needle and help it get bet- 
ter by going to these dark 
spaces and unpacking the 
terror within, the true terror," 
said Domingo. "Especially 
the terror that people with 
Black and brown skin live 
with every day." 

The film was completed 
in late 2019 for a planned 
2020 release but was de- 
layed several times over 
the past year because of 
the pandemic. Domingo 
said after the last year of 
racial reckoning. it's the 
perfect time for the film to 
come out. 

"| think that it's timely that it 
did not come out last year, 
that we needed fo deal 
with what we were dedal- 
ing with and be out on the 
street, raising our voices to- 
gether to finally having a 
moment to step back and 
examine again," Domingo 
said. ‘I think we're willing to 
do the work now." 
“Candyman' will also be a 
breakthrough moment for 
DaCosta, whose star is con- 
tinuing to rise with higher 
profile studio projects. 

"She really is like an old 
school director,’ Domingo 
said. "She knows what she 
wants. She's a very, very el- 
egant director. You see it in 
every frame of this film." 
Two weeks after she 
wrapped ‘Candyman,’ Da- 
Costa immediately went 
into "The Marvels," a sequel 
to "Captain Marvel,” that's 
expected to come out next 
year. The superhero pic re- 
Unites her with Parris, who 
plays Monica Rambeau. 
DaCosta has hardly had 
time to take stock of her 
own quick ascent in an in- 
dustry where Black female 
directors are vastly under- 
represented in big budget 
filmmaking. 

"This is like my third movie 
in four years, which Is crazy 
for any sort of person. But 
| remember a couple of 
years ago (my manager 
and |) were like, well five 
years ago this would not be 
my career," DaCosta said. 
"I'm really grateful for it and 
excited that more spaces 
are opening up....l'm hop- 
ing by making more mov- 
ies and doing different 
kinds of movies that more 
soace will be opened up 
for others.) 
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CARNOUSTIE, Scotland (AP) 
— Nelly Korda's sensational 
summer form is showing no 
sign of dipping. 

Two weeks after winning a 
gold medal at the Tokyo 
Olympics, the top-ranked 
Korda began her bid for a 
second major title in two 
months by shooting 5-un- 
der 67 to share the first- 
round lead at the Women's 
British Open on Thursday. 
Korda rolled in a 5-foot putt 
at No. 18 at Carnoustie for 
her eighth birdie of a round 
that also contained three 
bogeys in overcast, chilly 
but largely wind-free con- 
ditions over the links in east- 
ern Scotland. She was later 
joined on 5 under by Swe- 
den's Madelene Sagstrom, 
who has never recorded a 
top-10 finish at a major, and 
South Korea's Sei Young 
Kim, a major champion last 
year and the No. 4. 

The 23-year-old Korda is the 
new superstar of women's 
golf, having climbed to 
No. 1 by winning the PGA 
Championship in June and 
followed that up by win- 
ning the Olympic golf tour- 
nament in Tokyo this month. 
The American has four wins 
in 14 events in 2021 and 
said she has a “target on 
my back" for the last of the 
five majors. 

"| try to take the mindset 
of every day's a new day,’ 
said Korda, who is a com- 
bined 87 under par for her 
last 21 rounds. ‘If doesn't 
matter what my ranking is. 
Everyone's going into this 
event prepared and want- 
ing To win. 

"That's kind of like the mind- 
set that | try to take into ev- 
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Olympic champ Korda shares lead at Women's British Open 





United States' Nelly Korda looks at her putt on the 18th green during the first round of the Women's 
British Open golf championship, in Carnoustie, Scotland, Thursday, Aug. 19, 2021. 
Associated Press 


ery event. 

The Women's Open is her 
first event since the Olym- 
pics and she carried the 
momentum to Carnoustie, 
holing a left-to-right 
20-footer for birdie at No. 
3 — the first of three birdies 
in a four-hole span to im- 
mediately throw down the 
challenge to her rivals.Kor- 
da, who wore bulky, oven- 
style mitts between shots at 
times during chilly morning 
conditions that contrasted 
with what she experienced 
in Tokyo, rebounded from 
her second bogey of the 
day, at No. 12, by making 
a downhill putt for birdie at 
the next and picked up an- 
other shot at the par-5 14th 
after reaching the green in 


TWO. 

She finished birdie-birdie by 
hitting her approach close 
at No. 18 with an 8-iron from 
the center of the fairway. 
"Very happy, Korda said 
of her start. "Honestly, we 
didn't have much wind to- 
day. If was very chilly in the 
morning — that was the 
only thing against us. Other 
than that, the wind kept 
calm and | took advan- 
tage of it." 

Korda has been on the 
road for six weeks, because 
of her appearances at 
the Evian Championship in 
France — the fourth ma- 
jor of the year, where she 
placed 19th — and then 
the Olympics, where she 
had a one-shot victory. 


"A little tired but | am go- 
ing to give if my all these 
next three day, go home 
next week, and have one 
week at home. Sleep in my 
bed for the first time in six 
weeks — that will be nice," 
she said. "And then Solheim 
and we start up again." 

The 7/7th-ranked Sagstrom 
was playing In a group con- 
taining European Solheim 
Cup captain Catriona Mat- 
thew, just behind Korda, 
and will have left a positive 
impression ahead of the 
naming of the six wild-card 
selections on Monday. 

She birdied four of her first 
six holes and twice held a 
two-shot lead on her back 
nine. She kept her round 
going with some decisive 


oar putts but couldn't do 
so at No. 18 after finding a 
bunker to the right of the 
fairway off the tee. She hit 
out fo leave herself a tough 
Up-and-down for par, but 
leaked her par putt right. 
"Of course | want to show 
off my game fo her, | can't 
deny that," Sagstrom said 
of Matthew. 

| mean, I'm playing well at 
the moment. Who knows 
where her mind is at right 
now?" 

Kim is in the mix at another 
major having won one for 
the first time at the PGA 
Championship last year. 
She also finished third at the 
ANA Inspiration in April. 

Her only dropped shot was 
at the par-4 15th, which she 
reached in the lead after 
making birdie at No. 14 to 
move to 6 under. 

Georgia Hall of England, 
the 2018 champion, bo- 
geyed the last to drop out 
of the lead and to 4 under 
alongside an unheralded 
playing partner in 21-year- 
old Scottish amateur Louise 
Duncan, who goes fo Stir- 
ling University in Scotland. 
"It was a ridiculous amount 
of fun, | wasn't expecting 
that at all," said Duncan, 
who made an eagle and 
four birdies. "| was so ner- 
vous at the start. | was shak- 
ing and could barely put 
the ball on the tee. To ac- 
tually make contact and it 
go straight was a bonus." 
Former major champion 
Lexi Thompson was in a 
group at 3 under, while 
defending champion So- 
ohia Popov chipped in for 
birdie at No. 1 on her way 
to shooting even-par 72.) 





Cort Nielsen wins Vuelta 6th stage, Roglic reclaims lead 


ALTO DE LA MONTANA DE 
CULLERA, Spain (AP) — 
Magnus Cort Nielsen won 
the sixth stage of the Span- 
ish Vuelta on Thursday after 
holding off a hard-charg- 
ing Primoz Roglic, who took 
back the red leader's shirt 
with his second-place fin- 
ish. 

Cort Nielsen was part of an 
early five-man breakaway 
on the mostly flat 158.3-kilo- 
meter (98.3-mile) ride along 
Spain's eastern coast. The 


Danish sider for EF Educa- 
tion had just enough left 
to cross the finish line first 
ahead of Roglic at the top 
of a short but steep ascent 
near the Cullera Castle 
overlooking the Mediterra- 
nean Sea. 

It was the fourth stage win 
at the Spanish Grand Tour 
for Cort Nielsen, who also 
has a stage win at the Tour 
de France. 

It was very close in the 
end," the Dane said. " 


looked back with 150 me- 
ters tO go and could see 
Roglic was coming. | was 
sprinting with everything 
| had and luckily | could 
keep him behind me." 
Roglic, the two-time de- 
fending Vuelta champion, 
reclaimed the race lead 
that he had held for the first 
Two stages. 

Kenny Ellisonde lost the 
lead he held for one day 
after he struggled through- 
out the final stretches of the 


stage. 

Crosswinds whipping 
across rice fields over the 
final 30 kilometers broke 
the peloton into groups as 
it wound its way through 
narrow tracks. — Ellisonde 
was caught behind and 
had to work hard with his 
Trek-Segafredo team _ to 
catch up to the head of 
the peloton, only for him to 
fade again in the final two- 
kilometer (1.2-mile) ascent. 
Roglic, the Jumbo-Visma 


leader, is followed in the 
general classification by 
three Movistar riders: Eric 
Mas is 25 seconds behind, 
closely followed by team- 
mates Miguel Angel Lopez 
and Alejandro Valverde. 
Former Tour winner Egan 
Bernal of Ineos is 41 second 
off the pace. 

On Friday, riders will face a 
mountainous 152 kilometers 
(94 miles) from Gandia to a 
first-category summit finish 
at Balcon de Alicante.L] 
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Biles: Mental health advocacy part of post-Olympic tour 
. 


By WILL GRAVES 

AP Sports Writer 

Simone Biles didn't plan 
for her second Olympics 
to become a flashpoint in 
the evolving conversation 
about the role proper men- 
tal health plays in all levels 
of sports. 

Then again, she's hardly 
complaining. If anything, 
she's leaning into It. 

The American gymnastics 
star has no regrets about 
her decision to opt-out of 
five of the six finals in To- 
kyo because of a men- 
tal block, calling it a small 
price to pay if it lets others 
realize they retain the right 
to say "it's OK not to be OK" 
no matter how bright the 
spotlight. 

"| wouldn't change any- 
thing for the world," said 
Biles, who left Japan with a 
silver medal from the team 
competition and an indi- 
vidual bronze on balance 
beam. 'l gave an outlet for 
athletes fo soeak Up about 
their mental health and 
their well-being and learn 
that you can put yourself 
(as a person) first before 
the athlete.” 

It's a message that will be 
part of the post-Olympic 
Gold Over America Tour 





Simone Biles performs on the balance beam during the artistic gymnastics women's apparatus 
final at the 2020 Summer Olympics in Tokyo, in this Tuesday, Aug. 3, 2021, file photo. 


Biles is headlining this fall. 
The 35-city — exhibition, 
which kicks off in Tucson, 
Arizona, on Sept. 21, will 
incorporate gymnastics 
and dance elements but 
also feature a segment led 
by former UCLA gymnast 
Katelyn Ohashi on the im- 
portance of taking care of 
yourself mentally. 

“We wanted to make if as 


relatable as possible and 
let these kids know that 
we've been going through 
these things," Biles said. 

Biles will be joined on Tour 
by Olympic teammates 
Jordan Chiles and Grace 
McCallum as well as 
MyKayla Skinner and Jade 
Carey. Chiles and McCal- 
lum earned a silver in the 
team competition while 


Associated Press 


Skinner won silver on vault 
and Carey earned gold on 
floor exercise. Biles qualli- 
fied for the finals on all four 
apparatuses in Japan but 
pulled out of three of them 
to deal with "the twisties,” 
meaning she lost her air 
awareness and didn't feel it 
was safe to compete. 

She returned to capture a 
bronze on beam, tying her 


with Shannon Miller for the 
most career Olympic mead- 
als by an American gym- 
nast (seven). Asked if she 
had any clarity on what 
might have brought on "the 
twisties," Biles thinks if may 
have been the buildup of 
various issues she's faced 
over the last several years. 
“| mean, I'm in therapy. | go 
to therapy pretty religious- 
ly," she said. 

"And it's just something that 
took hold of me (where) 
your body and your mind 
tells you when enough is 


enough." 
While Biles' decision re- 
ceived the predictable 


backlash on social media, 
she called the support she's 
received since returning 
from Japan two weeks ago 
overwhelming. 

It's been so supportive, so 
loving, which | really wasn't 
expecting," she said, calll- 
ing the response on par 
with what she received af- 
ter coming back from the 
2016 Olympics with four 
gold medals, five in alll. 

It's one of the reasons why 
Biles is excited about the 
tour, one that she believes 
will differ from the post- 
Olympic tours formerly run 
by USA Gymnastics. LJ 


Tigers analyst Jack Morris suspended for Ohtani remarks 


By DAVE HOGG 

DETROIT (AP) — Detroit Ti- 
gers broadcaster Jack 
Morris has been suspend- 
ed indefinitely for rac- 
ist comments he made 
about Los Angeles Angels 


Shohei Ohtani," Morris be- 
gan, before going on to 
talk about his resoect for 


Ontani's talent. 
Bally Sports 


Wednesday. 


Detroit an- 
nounced the suspension 


star Shohei Ohtani during 
Tuesday's game. 

When asked by play-by- 
play announcer Matt 
Shepard how the Tigers 
shoule) oiich to Ohienr in 
the sixth inning, Morris ad- 
opted an exaggerated 
East Asian accent while 
saying "be very, very care- 
ful." When Ohtani came 
back up in the ninth, Morris 
issued a lengthy apology. 
'Ifs been brought to my 
attention and | sincerely 
apologize if | offended 
anybody, especially in 
the Asian community, for 
what | said about pitch- 
ing and being careful to 


"Bally Soorts Detroit is ex- 
tremely disappointed with 
the remarks analyst Jack 
Morris made during § last 
night's Tigers game," the 
network said in a state- 
ment. "Jack has been sus- 
pended indefinitely from 
Tigers broadcasts and will 
be undergoing bias train- 
ing to educate him on the 
Impact of his comments 
and how he can be a pos- 
itive influence in a diverse 
community. We have a 
zero-tolerance policy for 
bias or discrimination and 
deeply apologize for his in- 
sensitive remark." 


The Tigers, who. retired 


Morris’ number after he 
was elected to the Nation- 
al Baseball Hall of Fame, ts- 
sued a similar statement. 
"The Detroit Tigers take 
immense pride in honor- 
ing the diverse cultures 
that make up our players, 
coaching staff, front of- 
fice, fan base and com- 
munity,” the team said. 
"We are deeply disap- 
pointed by the comments 
made by Jack Morris dur- 
ing the broadcast last 
night. We fully support Bal- 
ly Soorts Detroit's decision 
and their ongoing com- 
mitment to ensure that alll 
personnel are held to the 
highest standards of per- 
Sonal econduei. 

The incident comes 31 
years after Morris, dur- 
ing his playing days, told 
a young female reporter 
that he “only talks to wom- 





Former Minnesota Twins pitcher Jack Morris gives former 
Twins manager Tom Kelly the ball for the first pitch as the 
members of the 1991 Minnesota Twins World Series cham- 
pions were honored before the baseball game between the 
Twins and Tampa Bay Rays, Saturday, Aug. 14, 2021, in Min- 
neapolis. 


en when I'm naked if they 
are on top of me or I'm on 
top of them." Morris, who 
was not naked at the time, 
was defended by then- 


Associated Press 


team president Bo Schem- 
bechler, who blamed the 
Detroit Free Press for send- 
ing a female reporter into 
the clubhouse.) 


